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PHYSICS
Program Description
Physics explains the fundamental laws of the universe and introduces 
important concepts that are essential for understanding all the other 
branches of science such as chemistry and biology. With a strong 
foundation in the concepts of physics, students will be better equipped 
to understand the beauty and complexity of the world around them. The 
Associate in Science in Physics for Transfer degree provides a foundation 
in physics and mathematics for students planning to transfer into a 
baccalaureate program in physics or physics education. This background 
should provide students with the tools to successfully complete a 
bachelor’s degree.

Students who complete the Associate in Science in Physics for Transfer 
degree receive priority admission to the California State University 
system, though admission to a specific campus is not guaranteed. 
While an associate degree may support attempts to gain entry-
level employment or promotion, a baccalaureate or higher degree is 
recommended for those considering professional careers, which can be 
achieved through transfer.

Transfer Preparation
Transfer students are advised to do research on prospective majors 
and careers. The MSJC Transfer Center and MSJC catalog can be 
helpful tools. Students interested in transferring to CSU’s or UC’s can 
access major preparation by visiting ASSIST (http://www.assist.org). All 
students are advised to meet with a counselor at least once a semester 
to create or update their comprehensive education plan.

Contact Information
San Jacinto/Menifee Campus 
(951) 487-MSJC (6752)/ (951) 672-MSJC (6752) 
1-800-624-5561/ 1-800-452-3335 
Dominick Scaletta 
dscaletta@msjc.edu

Degrees/Certificates
Degrees
Transfer Degree

• Physics, A.S-T (https://catalog.msjc.edu/instructional-programs/
physics/physics-ast/)

Program Learning Outcomes
• Analyze physical problems using the laws of physics and appropriate 

mathematical techniques.
• Measure and collect data from experiments.
• Use the principles of physics to analyze and draw appropriate 

conclusions concerning the collected data.

Careers and Salaries
Discover in-demand careers and education options based on your 
interests!  See the list of careers below or explore further by searching for
Careers or Programs (https://msjc.emsicc.com).

Note: There are no guaranteed positions for students completing these 
programs. Education and work experience required will vary by employer. 

The salary and benefits for specific occupations will be dependent on 
work experience, education, background, and employer. Labor market 
statistics are from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, US Census Bureau, O-
NET, EMSI.

Career/Industries CA Annual Median 
Salary or Range

Employment Demand or 
Opening CA

Electrical Engineer (B, 
M)

$138,186 1,976

Aerospace Engineer (A, 
B, M)

$130,517 840

Physics Teachers, 
Postsecondary (D)

$109,757 19,403*

Robotics and 
Nanosystems Engineer 
(A, B, M)

$127,102 2,228

Physicists (M, D) $178,693 394

(degree required: SM some college, C: Certificate, A: Associate degree, B: 
Bachelor’s degree, M: Master’s degree, D: Doctorate) 
* All Postsecondary Teaching Positions
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